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showed every consideration to the accused, reminded him that a refusal to
answer would leave the court with no alternative but to convict on the charge
of heresy; and so that the Church's teaching might be more fully explained
to him the court adjourned. During the adjournment a great change came
over Oldcastle. He returned to the court defiant and insolent; and in a torrent
of heresy he inveighed against the catholic faith. With " great sorrow and
bitterness of heart " the archbishop pronounced Oldcastle guilty of heresy ;
and the prisoner was thereupon taken to the Tower to await the " burning
death " by the secular authorities.

Both Henry and the archbishop tried to find some way of saving Oldcastle.
Visitors were sent to him in the hope that he might be persuaded to recant;
and a form of recantation was actually drawn up ready for the prisoner to
append his signature.    It was whispered, too, that it was at Henry's orders
that Oldcastle's guard relaxed its vigilance the night he escaped (iQth October).
But the inexorable law of self-preservation cut the last bonds of friendship
between Oldcastle and his royal master;  and from his refuge in the country
he organised a great conspiracy to overthrow " the priest's prince," as the
Lollards called Henry.   During November and December 1413 Lollard agents
preached treason throughout the kingdom; and their supporters were ordered
to parade on gth January 1414 in Fickett's Field, then a favourite playground of
the young clerks in the Chancery.    In the face of an obstinate opposition Henry
carried through the council a plan for an immediate attack on the rebels ; and
the promptitude of his action shattered the rebel cause and saved London
from being at the mercy of men who boasted that they would burn " Paul's
Church to the ground " and hang the bishops,   Oldcastle himself remained at
large until 1417; and when at last he was taken and brought to trial he boldly
declared that he was Richard II. 's man.   The account of his trial makes painful
reading, for obviously the intrepid soldier of the Welsh wars was no longer
in his right mind, but was labouring under a form of religious mania which
compelled him to utter the most terrible blasphemies.   On I4th December
1417 in the presence of Bedford and a crowd of nobles, few of whom had any
liking for the work which had to be done that day, Oldcastle was hanged, and
his body was subsequently tied to a stake and burnt.

In the meantime Henry himself had embarked upon his French war. His
motives for reopening the struggle have been variously interpreted. In a
later age it was believed that the clergy under the leadership of Arch-
bishop Henry Chichele of Canterbury purposely incited Henry to war in
order to divert his mind from a proposal to disendow the Church in
England. But there is no positive evidence of this, though admittedly
the clergy supported him once war was declared. Nowadays it is the
fashion to accuse Henry of wilfully provoking a quarrel with France in order